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Ps. 22, Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12, John 18:1 – 19:42    

Pastor Jonathan        Good Friday 

 

“The Intimacy of the Cross” 

 

I’m not sure if you’ve ever had a chance to visit long with a person near to 

death. Over my thirty five years or more of pastoral visiting, I can say I’ve 

stayed with dozens close to their death, usually in hospitals, palliative wards, 

nursing homes and sometimes in a person’s home. I talked last night about 

having a final meal with someone. Usually if you are nearing death, what 

you have to eat is the last thing on your mind, and often illnesses prevent the 

enjoyment of eating. You are simply there with the person, however they 

are. I’ve been with people in the day and in the middle of the night. That 

time near death always takes me by surprise. The surprise is not the 3 pm or 

3 am hour. The surprise is what the person wants to talk about, or that they 

don’t want to talk at all, or they just keep talking as there was nothing else to 

do. I listen. I hang out, as the kids say. I pray out loud, if they agree and 

quietly, if they don’t agree. Sometimes I read Scripture, just like I have this 

morning. Those last moments are precious moments, and sometimes my 

being there means someone else was not able to be there, or occasionally, 

there was no one else to call. 

 

I usually bring the healing oil, not just to end of life times, but to other times 

as well. Anointing with oil is an ancient tradition that goes along with 

healing prayers. And today, even on Good Friday, we acknowledge that 

because of what Jesus has done we can face death with hope in the 

resurrection. But that doesn’t mean facing death is easy. Facing death in our 

culture is so hard, people don’t even like to use the word “funeral,” or 

“memorial,” or any of the death words. Our society is scared to death of 

death. We have “celebrations of life” now. But I want to face Jesus’ death 

with you today, the one day of the year we don’t decorate the church, we 

don’t sing the victory songs, or at least not with the same tone. Today we try 

to take in the death, and overcome the denial, distractions and 

disillusionments to hear what really happened on that day we call “Good,” 

there before the cross, on the cross, and the moment of “It is finished.” (John 

19:30) 

 

We call that day “Good” because of what was accomplished for us, in Jesus 

gaining relationship with us by His blood, by His sacrifice, by His paying 
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the death penalty of our sins. That day was experienced as anything but good 

for our Lord. Come along with me as we remember together a few of the bad 

things that bring about so much good for us. It is an intimate journey with 

Jesus, the last hours of His earthly ministry. Prepare yourself for unexpected 

things to happen to you, as you might if you were called to spend the last 

few hours or minutes with a friend or family member in the hospital or dying 

at home.  Hear anew what Jesus has done for you. 

 

It started with a prayer meeting. The prayers and teachings began in the 

Upper Room, but they end in the olive grove, in Gethsemane. It was actually 

a cave, a place you can still visit today with an olive grove outside it. It was 

a hiding place, which is why the religious authorities and the military 

authorities needed Judas to find where Jesus was. (18:2-3) Jesus felt the 

sting of his friend’s betrayal, have you ever felt that sting? Whether a kiss is 

involved or not, it is painful, not like a fist to the side of the head, but still 

painful. And Jesus wonders out loud in some of the Gospels why they come 

out in the middle night with swords and clubs, as if he were a criminal. But 

here in John, he simply asks the soldiers who they want to arrest. (18:4ff) 

 

They say his name: Jesus of Nazareth. First names and the city you were 

from was the common way to identify persons in those days. We hear today 

“Jesus,” with his office of anointed king, Messiah in Hebrew, Christ in 

Greek: “Jesus Christ.” Jesus answers with the first person singular of the 

verb “to be.” He says, “I am he.” (18:6) And if you have been reading the 

rest of the gospel of John, you know John uses this title of God, “Before 

Abraham was, I am” (8:58) and all the I am statements of John: I am the 

light of the world, I am the Good Shepherd, I am the Way, the Truth, the 

Life; all reflecting what Moses got when he asked God what He name is: “I 

am.” Tell them “I am” has sent you. 

 

And so Jesus speaks his true identity and name out in the garden that night, 

and a strange thing happens. “The soldiers drew back and fell to the 

ground.” (18:6) We are talking about soldiers who had the training and the 

conditioning and the weapons and the ability to take someone by force. They 

are there and not just a few, but a “detachment,” a group of some kind, and 

they just fall down. Why? It is the power of Jesus, the power of His 

personhood, of His divinity, of who he is. At that moment, he lets them get 

back up, brush themselves off and again asks them who they are looking for, 

with the intention to draw their attention to Himself and to let the others go. 

(18:8) 
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Throughout this story Jesus is thinking of others more than Himself, even 

though He knows, to some degree, what is coming. A horrible death. 

 

And right at that moment, where Jesus is trying to think of others first, Peter 

draws his sword, hacks wildly in the air, showing that his swordsmanship is 

poorer than his fishing skills, strikes the high priest’s servant’s ear, cutting it 

off. John tells us the victim’s name was Malchus. (18:10) Other gospels tell 

us Jesus heals the ear, but John just has Jesus telling Peter to put the sword 

away and reminds him that God’s mission is first, drinking the Father’s cup: 

Jesus’ destiny and the fulfillment of His life and ministry. 

 

Then we hear about Jesus at the high priest’s house with Jesus inside being 

interrogated and Peter outside denying Jesus. Peter even denies being with 

Jesus when He was arrested. (18:26-27) Jesus must have found it surprising 

and discouraging to be beat up in the high priest’s house and of course, 

hearing that Peter is denying him outside in the courtyard. Dr. Luke’s gospel 

has Jesus and Peter share eye contact right after the third verbal betrayal. 

(22:61) It is particularly painful when those you are hoping will carry on 

your ministry deny even knowing you, even if it is likely out of fear for their 

personal safety. Peter knows there is a trial, or more like a kangaroo court 

going on inside. Peter does what he says he will never do: deny Jesus. In 

these days, when times are tough, when Christians disagree with each other 

for many reasons on many issues, stay close to Jesus, remember your bond 

in Him. 

 

The story then moves to Pilate’s Palace. We often focus on these 

conversations, where it is clear that Pilate is trying to save Jesus from the 

crowd and the religious leaders, which is why he says, “I find no basis for a 

charge against Jesus.” (18:38) Ironically, I believe Jesus is trying to save 

Pilate, which is the real context for the question about truth: “Everyone who 

is on the side of truth listens to me,” Jesus says. (18:37) That is true today. 

Are you listening? Jesus wants to be in your life too. Right now open 

yourself to Him and say “yes” to Him. He will give you the truth you need 

and the life you want.  

 

Even as Pilate tries to release Jesus over and over, he winds up releasing a 

criminal by grace. Perhaps you might say that Barabbas is the first one for 

whom Jesus dies. Chapter 19 begins with the whipping of Jesus until his 

back and body are thoroughly blooded. They mock His kingship that was 

praised five days ago with a crown of thorns, adding to the blood loss. The 
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next time the crowd sees Jesus, he can barely stand, blood and bruising 

visibly from nearly all parts of his body. I think Pilate may have been hoping 

that Jesus’ vulnerable, beat up condition would have pacified the crowds, but 

they want crucifixion.  The Jews now talk about Jesus as the Son of God. 

This makes Pilate even more concerned. He tries to impress upon the 

bleeding Jesus that it could get worse: going to the cross was Pilate’s 

decision. Jesus reminds Pilate that he does not have ultimate authority in this 

matter. Pilate tries again to release Jesus, but now the religious leaders tell 

him that Jesus has proclaimed himself king and all kings are against Caesar. 

So Pilate finally gives in at about high noon. He hands Jesus over to be 

crucified. 

 

Likely in a way to get back at the religious leaders, Pilate writes that the real 

charge against Jesus is that He is the King of the Jews. The chief priests 

protest, but Pilate says what he has written, he has written. “Jesus is King” is 

there for all to see. They strip him of his clothes and gamble for the garment, 

which must be in terrible shape and full of blood.  This is a nasty crew. 

 

Meanwhile Jesus makes sure John takes care of his mother Mary, and dies. 

He says, “It is finished.” (19:30) We understand this to mean He finished the 

mission that He had agree to undertake with the Father and the Spirit 

agreeing. He goes through the worst of deaths to tell us how much He loves 

us. John is testifying to these things that he saw, not to gross you out, not to 

hurt your sensibilities, but tell you what Jesus did for you, that you might 

know God, trust God (19:35) and the power of Jesus’ beyond his death, 

beyond this day we call “Good.” It was as intimate a message that anyone 

has ever sent to one that He loved. 

 

And like the three Marys and many others who were there, we just are 

stunned at the sight. Jesus is pierced in the side so the soldiers don’t have to 

break his legs to speed up the death process, and the water and the blood 

coming out together I’m told happens because of a broken heart. 

 

Let’s just take a moment of quiet to consider Jesus’ broken heart. 

 

Let us pray. 
 


